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NEWS RELEASE

Aug. 30, 1996
MAYO RESEARCHER BECOMES UM VICE PRESIDENT
MISSOULA An oncology researcher from Minnesota’s Mayo Clinic will join The University of Montana
in early 1997 as vice president for research and development, President George Dennison
announced Friday.
Matthew Ames, 49, director for research at the Mayo Foundation and chair of the
Department of Oncology’s Division of Developmental Oncology Research at the Mayo Clinic and
Foundation, will come to UM soon after the new year, Dennison said. He also will be a professor
in U M ’s School of Pharmacy.
Ames will oversee UM ’s burgeoning research efforts and work to attract more research
funding for the institution. He replaces Raymond Murray, who retired from the position in June.
"I’m excited that w e’ve managed to attract Dr. Ames to campus," Dennison said. "He’s an
outstanding researcher and research administrator. He brings the experience and talent we need at
this point in the University’s history."
Ames, who has been a professor of pharmacology at Mayo’s medical and graduate schools
since 1989, will continue to interact with graduate students in UM classrooms and laboratories.
Dennison said Ames will maintain a "small program" of oncology research at UM.
A native of Washington state, Ames graduated from high school in Spokane and earned a
bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Whitman College. He has a doctorate in pharmaceutical
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chemistry from the University of California.
Ames began his Mayo career in the Department of Oncology’s Division of Developmental
Oncology Research in 1977 and has been the division chair since 1987.
A 30-member committee spent several months screening 180 applicants and nominees for
the $99,000 position.
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